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of war against Spain, but she \vas ready to vie with
Queen Elizabeth in helping tin: rebels and harrying
the subjects of a Prince still, in diplomatic phrase,
her good friend and ally.

Various circumstances tended to encourage Cath-
erine in the belief that a government so stained with
murder and perfidy, execrated by half liurope, could,
up to a certain point, adopt as its own and carry on
the policy of the Admiral.

At the first report of the blow, the fatal blow as
it was supposed, dealt to the Protestant cause in
France, Orange advancing to the relief of Mons was
driven back into Holland. The rebellion was crushed
in the southern provinces, the garrisons and popula-
tions which had refused to admit the Spanish troops
were exterminated. Holland and Zealand still re-
sisted, but their resistance seemed hopeless unless
they could obtain help from no matter what quarter.
It was just because her crime had been so fatal to
them, that the Nassaus could not refuse the hand
which Catherine held out, red though it was with
the blood of their brethren.

Nor did Queen Elizabeth venture to break with
the French Court, fearing lest it should be driven
into an alliance with Spain. The indignation of the
English people was indeed deeply stirred, and the
Queen gave some satisfaction to their feelings by
the theatrical severity of her reception of the French
ambassador, when he attempted to justify his Gov-
ernment. Cecil, whose sympathy with the Protes-
tants of the continent was deeper than that of his
mistress, ventured to condemn in harsher terms the